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● Unique contribution to the history of botanical art

● The work of the major artists and illustrators of plant life in Australia

● The first time these artists have been brought together in one volume

● Many previously unpublished pictures from major herbaria world-wide

This finely crafted and beautifully presented book gives a magnificent overview of the way in which Australian plants have
been depicted over the past three centuries. It is the first time that three centuries of botanical art have been brought
together in one volume, providing a unique insight into the world of art and science.

The book is richly illustrated with 160 colour plates drawn from major herbaria in both Europe and Australia.
It represents the work of the major artists and illustrators of Australian plants. Some of these works have not been

published before. The book includes extensive end notes, an appendix on botanical nomenclature, a glossary, references
and an index.

There is a foreword by HRH The Prince of Wales.
The book relates the exploits of early explorers, botanists, naturalists, gardeners and artists. It describes the collection and

classification ofplants for science, as well as the establishment of botanic gardens, herbaria,and publications within the
country. Intertwined with this is a history of the art of illustrating plants and of the methods of reproducing those illustrations.

Dr Helen Hewson is an acknowledged botanical authority and an illustrator herself. She has recently retired as Deputy
Director for Plant Diversity, Canberra, which embraces the Australian National Herbarium.
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