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● A reprint of the authoritative text on the subject

● A detailed survey of hundreds of chairs and their makers throughout the country

● The leading work in its field - it has already revolutionised the collection and study of regional chairs

● An essential presence on the bookshelves of all those with a serious interest in English Furniture

This is arguably the most detailed study ever made of any branch of British furniture. Its unique scope embraces the work of
hundreds of craftsmen throughout the country, working within the general tradition of their area, yet superimposing their
individual design signatures.

Employing a remarkable combination of talents, the author has examined thousands of regional chairs, researched local
archives, conducted field studies and collated anecdotal evidence to relate the evolution of known types and makes. The
result, far from being a dry research document, is a fascinating living account of the development of hundreds of chair types
from all over England and the lives of the craftsmen who produced them.

This book has revolutionised collecting and the study of vernacular furniture. It continues to be studied avidly by collectors as
hundreds of new makers' names emerge from the anonymity of generalised terms such as Windsor, ladder back and spindle
back. This reprint is most welcome.

Dr. Bernard Bill Cotton is a researcher and lecturer specialising in the history of Regional Furniture Traditions. His
research takes him to all parts of Britain, as well as further afield. In North America, he is involved in extensive field-work
projects, recording furniture in traditional settings and evaluating its social history.

In addition to holding Visiting Professorships of Furniture at Buckinghamshire College and Southampton Institute of Higher
Education, he is President of the Regional Furniture Society.
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