The pronoun

Pronouns are words that substitute for nouns or noun phrases.
They sub-divide into:

(@) Personal pronouns (s ‘T, Tel ‘you’ (singular, familiar), on ‘he,
it’, ona ‘she, it’, ono ‘it’, M1 ‘we’, BoI ‘you’ (plural, formal), oni
‘they’).

(b) The reflexive pronoun ce6s1.

(c) Demonstrative pronouns (3tor ‘this’, Tot ‘that’).

(d) Possessive pronouns (pronominal adjectives) (moii ‘my, mine,
TBOH ‘your, yours’ (familiar), ero ‘his, its’, e€ ‘her, hers, its’, Hamr
‘our, ours’, Bau ‘your, yours’, ux ‘their, theirs’).

(e) The reflexive possessive pronoun cBoii.

(f) Interrogative and relative pronouns (kto ‘who’, uto ‘what’,
KakO# ‘which’, kotopsrit ‘who, which’, geit ‘whose’).

(g) Indefinite pronouns (xt6-T0 ‘someone’, KTO-HUOYIb ‘anyone’,
410-TO ‘something’, uro-HuOyab ‘anything’, etc.).

(h) Quantifying pronouns (secs ‘all’ etc.).

(i) Emphatic pronouns (cam ‘oneself’, cambrii ‘the very’).

(j) Negative pronouns (HUKTO, HUUTO, HUKAKOW, HUUEH, HEKOTO,
HEYEro).

Personal pronouns
The personal pronouns decline as follows:

Nom. Acc. Gen. Dat. Instr. Prep.

q MeH-i MEH-l MH-¢ MH-OH MH-e
ThI Te6-1  TeO-si  Te6-&6 TOO-0lf TeO-€
OH ero ero eM-y UM HEM
oHa  eé eé eit eif Heil
OHO  erd ero eM-y UM HéM
M-bI  H-ac  H-ac  H-aM H-AMM  H-ac

B-bl  B-aC  B-aC  B-aM B-AMH  B-ac
OHH WX ux M AMu HUX
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The reflexive possessive pronoun csoii

(a) Caoii declines like moii and TBoii and refers back to subjects
(nouns or pronouns) of any gender or either number:

OH notepst cBoko KHATY  He has lost his book
OHna notepsiina cBoio KHiry  She has lost her book
Oni1 moTepsiu cBoit KHUTH ~ They have lost their books

(b) When there is a third-person subject, it is essential to
differentiate between csoii and ero ‘his’, e€ ‘her’, ux ‘their’,
otherwise the wrong meaning will be conveyed (OH 326511 cBoii
HOMep TentedpOHa means ‘He has forgotten his (own) telephone
number’, while ‘On 3a65u1 ero HOMep TenedoHa’ means ‘He has
forgotten his (someone else’s) telephone number’.

(c) The possessive pronouns ero, eé, and ux (not cBoii) may
constitute part of a multiple subject:

Moii Opart u ero npyr ooénaror My brother and his friend are
having lunch

(d) They may also refer to the subject of a new clause:
OHa ckazana, 4yto eé 6pat 00sen  She said her brother was il

(e) With first-person or second-person subjects (s, TbI, MbI, OT
BbI), MO, TBOIA, Hat, and Bam can be used, but cBoii is preferred:

Sl moxasan ceoii (Moif) macropt | showed my passport
Me1 xpacunu cBoii (Ham) nom  We were painting our house
Brr Hanwti cBoio (Bamy) cymxy?  Have you found your bag?

(f) In references to parts of the body, possessive pronouns are
usually omitted altogether:

OH BeITHpAeT pyku  He is drying his hands
A nopézan naneu | cut my finger

' Note: cBoii, cBosi, cBoé, cBoit are used to denote possession (‘my own’, ‘his own’,
a etc.):

V MeHs eBoii koMIbIoTep | have my own computer

V Hero cBost MoGIITIKa  He has his own mobile

V Bac cBom IEDKM  You have your own skis
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thing with another to express the
greatest degree of a quality, e.g.
cheapest (Russian cdmwiil dewiéeuiii),
most beautiful (Russian cdmwiii
Kpacuebiil), least desirable (Russian
Hauménee sncenamenvhniii). Cf.
Comparative.

Syllable: A unit of pronunciation that
is normally less than a word but
greater than a single sound, e.g.
abracadabra has five syllables:
a-bra-ca-da-bra, as does Russian
nymesootimens (‘guide’): ny-me-go-
oti-menb.

Tense: The relationship between the
time of utterance and the time of an
event described in the clause is
expressed by verb tense forms or
inflections, e.g. ‘Anna waits’
(present tense, Russian Awnna
Jicoém), Anna waited’ (past tense,
Russian AHHa orcoand).

Transitive verb: A verb taking a direct

object, e.g. read in ‘She was reading

a book’ (Russian Oua vumdna
kuury). Cf. Intransitive verb.

Verb: A word that expresses an action,
process, or state of affairs, e.g. ‘He
closed the door’ (Russian OH 3akpsut
nBepb), ‘She laughs’ (Russian Ona
cmeémes), ‘They were at home’
(Russian Ou#t Gbliu 1OMa).

Verbal noun: In Russian, a noun
derived from a verb stem and
describing the action of the verb
from which it derives, e.g. pazsiimue
‘development’, npueomognénue
‘preparation’, oopabomka
‘processing’.

Verbs of motion: In Russian, a series
of fourteen pairs of imperfective
verbs that denote various types of
motion, one in each pair (the
‘unidirectional’) describing
movement in one direction (On
uoém domoti ‘He is on his way
home’), the other (the
‘multidirectional’) describing
movement in general (Oud xé60um
ovicmpo ‘She walks fast’), movement
in various directions (Ow xé0um 63a0
u énepéo ‘He is walking up and
down’), or habitual movement (4
udcemo xoacy ¢ kuné ‘I often go to the
cinema’).

Vocative: In Russian, the form of a
noun used in addressing someone.
The nominative case usually fulfils
this function: Cepeéii I1dsnosuu!
‘Sergei Pavlovich!”, but some
truncated forms are used in
colloquial Russian, e.g. mam!
‘Mum!’, Banw! ‘Vanya!” boosce in
Boxe moii! ‘My God!’is a relic of the
former vocative case (the
nominative form being boe).

Voiced and voiceless consonants:

Consonsants pronounced,
respectively, with and without
vibration of the vocal cords. In
Russian, the voiceless consonants
arek, 1, ¢, T, §, X, 1, 4, m, and mr.
The other consonants are voiced.

Vowel: A basic speech sound that is

produced by the unrestricted flow of
air, e.g. a in hat, ee in feet, or ow in
how. A vowel forms the nucleus of a
syllable. Cf. Consonant.



