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●

Brings to light rare historical photographs that prefigure the documentary style of photojournalism

●

Published to coincide with an exhibition at the Musée d'Orsay, opening in October 2007

Ever since its invention in 1839, photography has had the ambition of reproducing everything and depicting the overall
reality of the world. Given the long exposure times of the daguerrotype, the first photographic journeys were dedicated to
landscapes and major monuments. Despite the technical obstacles, the attempt to produce a faithful or composed vision of
people, of their singularity, their joys and sufferings, appeared by the end of the 1840s, linked to the realist approach of
painting and the humanist philosophers.
This book features a selection of documentary photographs including those by Félix Thiollier, which reveal his great human
and artistic sensibility-depicting the work of the miners in the Saint-Etienne region. Also included are the photographs taken
in Poland at the beginning of the 20th century in a Jewish ghetto, which underline the injustice of the fate of the children and
the self-sacrifice of their relatives.
The book discusses this new form of visual documentation and how it was embodied in the reproduction of major events,
such as the barricades in rue Saint-Maur photographed by Thibault in 1848, and in the highlighting of the philanthropic
projects recorded in the visits of Charles Nègre to the Asile impérial de Vincennes during the 1850s, and in the photographs
of explorers and missionaries by Charnay in Madagascar.
Dominique de Font-Réaulx is a photography curator at the Musée d¹Orsay. She is the author of several books including
The Artist's Studio (Photography at the Musée d'Orsay Series) and The Dawn of Photography: French Daguerreotypes,
1839-1855. Joëlle Bolloch is an archivist and curator at the Musée d'Orsay. She is the author of The Eiffel Tower
(Photography at the Musée d'Orsay Series) and Women in the 19th Century: Categories and Contradictions.
Also available in the series: The Hand; Maurice Dennis; The Work of Art and Its Reproduction; Landscape and Nature;
War Photography; Alfred Stieglitz; The Artist's Studio; Figures and Portraits; The Eiffel Tower
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